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1870's after her death. By the 1890's the house had deteriorated beyond repair and was 

demolished. Between 1903-07 Paul W. Robinson built a beautiful mansion on the site. For

more details about the house see John George Jackson's 1793 Clarksburg, WV Survey and Jackson Lots, 

Compiled by Linda B. Meyers. See www.jacksm 1bripci� onJLj_a ks_on-brigade-reunio11 ?.024/ 

Lelbs Infamous Corral: George Jackson's Orchard, east of John George's mansion was 

bounded by South Oak and Pike Streets. During the Civil War this orchard became the corral 

for the Union forces and Clarksburg became the headquarters for the U.S. Army's 
Department of West Virginia. "By 1863 more than 7,000 federal troops were stationed in 

and around the town, which, according to the 1860 census, had a population of only 895." 

Captain Charles Leib, assistant quartermaster hated Clarksburg and the feeling was mutual. 
He quartered two to three thousand horses and mules who trampled throughout the 

orchard and Jackson Cemetery, which became a bone of contention with the residents of 

Clarksburg. His occupation of the orchard was reported in a Cincinnati newspaper in 1861: 

"Colonel Despard's residence-a beautiful palatial homestead-- Is situated directly opposite 

this 'hostile' place. Even Charles Leib, who had selected the site, admitted that the "hideous 

braying" of the mules disturbed Despard's "morning slumbers." He attempted a different 

spin by chastising "nabob" Despard for building his "palatial residence" ... too near the 

mule-yard."18 

The Burton Despard mansion, the oldest home in Quality Hill District dates to 1850. Today 

it is home for the Davis-Weaver Funeral home at 329 East Main Street. 

r--�,:,p:,=-z----::s----=
r
�-----�..,......,�--:-'.""I MIies End and The Factory: 

a https://sah-atchipedia.orru'es,11y51WV-01 0007-0005-0I 

Vlrainla 
... Hamson cnunzy oeea 800/< 11/41. 

.

.

Miles End is the name John 
George Jackson chose for the 

industrial town he established 
near his home about a mile 

< east of Clarksburg. He owned 

two grist mills and dams 
which ran his industries, one 

he built the other he bought. 

The first one was built in 1808 

by Stephen Dicks, a millwright 

from Pennsylvania. On 20 May 
1811 Jackson purchased from 

t. Dicks a 43-acre parcel of land,
" dam, and mill for $1000.19 This

became the location of John G .

. The author references Henry Haymond's History of Harrison County, West 
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Col. Thomas Moore Jackson Residence: This beautiful home was located at 538 West Pike 

Street in Clarksburg. It was razed after WWII to 

make room for an addition to the old Clarksburg 

post office. Wonderful photos of the exterior and 

Interior of the residence can be viewed at 
}1:m!.;..LllvW.,�f . iuc.knE l!L'..:.ru•d1;Liru:l:son/Ha, n11.onCo-

Thomas Moore Jackson, born on 22 June 1852, 

was the son of James Madison Jackson and 

Caroline Virginia Moore and grandson of John 

George and Mary Meigs Jackson. He grew up in 

Clarksburg, graduated from Bethany College and 

Washington and Lee University, where he 

obtained a Civil Engineer degree in 1873 at age 

21. He married In 1884 Emma Lewis, daughter of

Judge Charles Swearinger Lewis, together they

had one child, Florence.

Col. Jackson was a railroad surveyor and was chief engineer on four different railroads.33 

He chaired the civil and mining engineering department at WVU In 1888 "bringing the 

department to a high standard of efficiency."34 The same year he established on the Jackson 

estate the Pinnicklnnlck Coal Company where he served as President, later operated by the 

Consolidation Coal Company. Col. Jackson was a pioneer In the "oil Industry which was one 

of the greatest productive resources of West Virginia".35 About 1901 Jackson and others 

established Jackson Iron and Tin Plate 

Company, later purchased by the 

Phillips Sheet and Tin Plate Company. 

He was president of the Traders Bank 

of Clarksburg. 

Col. Jackson was "kind, had a 

pleasant outlook, always ready to aid 

those suffering or in dlstress."36 He 

died In 1912, his wife in 1950. Their 

daughter, Florence "Florrie", married 

Edgar Needham in 1923. They had 

one daughter, Caroline Virginia 

Jackson Needham who was born In 

1926. 

31 https://hcwvcpa.org/col--thomas-moore-Jackson/
.. Jackson Brigade Quarterly, Vol. No.l, Novembe.r 200S, p. 3. 
35 History of West Virginia Old and New and West Virginia Biography, Vol. Ill, by Special Staff of Writers. Chicago and New York: The 
American Historical Society, Inc. 1923, pp. 203-204. 
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